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ENCEPHALITIS ARBOVIRAL

IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: Arbovira infectionmay resultinafebrileillInessof
variableseverity associ ated with neurol ogic symptomsranging from headachetoaseptic
meningitisor encephalitis. Arboviral encep halitiscannotbedistinguishedclinically from
infectionwithother neurotropicviruses. Symptomsincludeheadache, confusionor
other alterationsin sensorium, nausea, or vomiting. Signsmay includeevidenceof
elevatedintercrania pressure, or meningeal irritation, crania nervepal sies, paresisor
parayss, ateredreflexes, or convulsions. Arbovirusescaus ngencephalitisincludethe
following:

1. St.Louisencephditis
Westernequineencephalitis
Easternequineencephditis
Cdliforniaencephdlitis (includesLaCrossevirus).
Venezud anequineencephditis
WestNilevirus.
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REPORTINGCRITERIA: Laboratory confirmation.

LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION:

o Fourfoldorgreater changeinvirus-specificserumantibodytiter, OR

¢ Isolationof virusfromor demonstrationof specificviral antigenor genomic
sequencesintissue, blood, cerebrospinal fluid (CSF), or other body fluid, OR

e Virus-specificimmunoglobulinM (IgM) antibodiesdemonstratedin CSFby
antibody- captureenzymeimmunoassay (EIA), OR

e Virus-specificlgM antibodiesdemonstratedinserumby antibody - capture EIA and
comfirmed by demonstrati onof virus- specificserumimmunoglobulinG (1gG)
antibodiesinthesameor alater specimen by another serol ogicassay (e.g.,
neutralizationor hemagglutinationinhibition).

KENTUCKY CASEDEFINITION: A clinically compatibleillnessthat islaboratory
confirmed.

ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES

KENTUCKY DISEASE SURVEILLANCEREQUIRESURGENT
NOTIFICATION: REPORT TOTHELOCAL ORSTATEHEALTH
DEPARTMENT IMMEDIATELY uponrecognition of acaseor suspected caseina
timeperiod not greater than 24 hours. If heal th department personnel cannot be
contacteddirectly, notification shall bemadeby el ectronicsubmissionor by telephone
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totheemergency number of theDivision of Epidemiology andHedthplanning: 1-888-
973-7678.

B. EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUESTED:
o Kentucky ReportableDiseaseForm —EPID 200 (Rev. Jan/03).

C. PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:
e Sourceinvestigationby LHD toidentify mosquito breeding sitesnear theprobable
location of theexposure.
e Educatethepublictothemodesof spreadand control.
1.  CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

A. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,SURVEILLANCEAND
HEALTHDATA BRANCH: 502-564-3418.

B. KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, DIVISION OF
LABORATORY SERVICES: 502-564-4446.
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